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Psychology – Freudian Interpretation of Dreams 
 
 
 
 The Dream 

Displacement 

Occurs particularly with 
emotions.  Sometimes 
the emotional reaction 
to a particular event in 
a dream is out of all 
proportion to the event 
itself.  Freud would say 
that the emotion is, in 
fact, attached to some 
hidden wish or thought 
and has been displaced 
onto the dream image. 

Representativeness 

Considerations of representability 
involve the visual nature of 
dreams.  Hidden thoughts are 
translated into a visual form, so 
that a dream of panic or of 
running from an unknown terror 
may represent the hidden fear of 
instinctive sexual urges. 

Condensation 

Refers to the way a 
particular dream symbol 
acts as a focus for several 
different hidden thoughts 
or anxieties.  A particular 
character from the past 
may have several 
different meanings - your 
relationship with your 
father, problems at 
school, or perhaps a 
recent argument with 
someone at work or 
college. 


